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Abstract
This study examines the representations of cultural identity in contemporary Arabic narrative, seeking to reveal
the impact of fiction on shaping collective consciousness and strengthening communal belonging among Arab
readers. The research proceeds from a central hypothesis: narrative is not a neutral vessel reflecting a ready-
made identity, but an active symbolic mechanism that participates in producing identity, forming collective
memory, and repairing social bonds. The study adopts a composite methodology combining narrative analysis
with cultural reading, applied to Arabic novels extending from Naguib Mahfouz, Tayeb Salih, and Ghassan
Kanafani to Abdulrahman Munif, Radwa Ashour, and Ahmed Saadawi. The study concludes that the Arabic
novel has constituted, over a full century, a symbolic archive of the transformations of Arab consciousness; that
it has performed the functions of preservation, interrogation, symbolization, and the cultivation of the sentiment
of belonging; and that its impact on the communal bond is a deep structural one that far exceeds the limits of
its immediate readership.Keywords: cultural identity, contemporary Arabic narrative, collective consciousness,
communal belonging, collective memory, the Arabic novel.
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