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The Theological Method in the Interpretation of Qur’an
According to Imam Al-Jawad (peace be upon him)

A Reading in His Scholarly Contributions

Prof. Dr. Ahmed Al-Saffar
University of Manchester - Britain
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Abstract:

The research reviews the theological method of Imam
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Jawad (peace be upon him) in the

N

interpretation of the Holy Qur’an, as an early model of a
3% conscious interpretive rationality that arose in the context
’3‘*& of a complex doctrinal debate, and sought to regulate
Ty the relationship between reason and text in confronting
5 :& anthropomorphic and negationist tendencies. The
z < research aims to unveil the methodological structure of this
a2z interpretation, and to analyze its mechanisms in directing
BN the Qur’anic indication within a framework that preserves
3 'j\: doctrinal consistency and prevents the separation between
"5 the surface level of the text and the requirement of
3%5 transcendence.
.~ The research relied on analyzing selected models from

7:\«:; the interpretive narrations reported from Imam al-Jawad
%}? (peace be upon him), especially in the topics of monotheism,
attributes, prophethood, imamate, and resurrection, to
reveal how rational proof is employed in controlling meaning,
referring the ambiguous to the clear, and activating linguistic
and contextual indicators in constructing indication.

&

The research concludes that the theological method of
Imam al-Jawad (peace be upon him) is not limited to the
defensive or dialectical dimension; rather, it represents an
integrated epistemological project that makes reason a
tool revealing meaning, not ruling over it, and establishes
a balanced interpretive reading that combines textual
indication and rational analysis, in a way that preserves the
text from anthropomorphism and negation.

Keywords: Imam al-Jawad (peace be upon him),
theological method, Qur’anic interpretation.
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