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Abstract

This study proceeds from a central thesis: that literature is not an aesthetic luxury detached from communal life,
but rather a living moral memory in which societies store their cumulative experience of good and evil, formulate
their judgments concerning what is praiseworthy and blameworthy, and transmit these to succeeding generations
through narrative. The research addresses a fundamental question: how does human narrative—whether Qur'anic
or literary—contribute first to preserving shared values, and subsequently to restoring cultural identity when it
is exposed to fracture during periods of major transformation? Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the
study draws upon the tools of modern narratology and theories of collective memory, while grounding its
argument in the Qur'anic conception of narrative (qasas) as the highest manifestation of moral memory. The
paper is organized into two chapters: the first establishes the conceptual foundations of moral memory and the
value-bearing function of narrative, while the second diagnoses the contemporary crisis of cultural identity and
examines the mechanisms of its narrative restoration. The study concludes that the disruption of narrative
memory leads to a truncated and fragile identity, that re-narration—through the revival of symbols, biographies
and exemplars—constitutes an effective means of reconnecting a community with its value system, and that
serious literature is a genuine partner in society-building rather than a mere mirror reflecting itKeywords:
Literature; Moral memory; Human narrative; Cultural identity; Collective consciousness; Qur'anic narrative;
Cultural restoration
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