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Abstract

This study explores the presence of
women scholars in the early Islamic
centuries as a significant yet often
overlooked intellectual phenomenon.
It aims to uncover the nature of
women’s participation in religious
and scientific learning—particularly
in the fields of hadith transmission
and jurisprudence—and to highlight
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their  lasting influence on the
formation of Islamic  scholarly
tradition. The research employs a
historical-analytical methodology,
combined with a socio-cultural
approach, to examine the factors that
led to the gradual invisibility of
female  scholars in  historical
narratives despite their continued
intellectual  contribution  through
teaching, authorization (ijaza), and the
transmission of knowledge.

The findings demonstrate that women
played a prominent role in the
formative  centuries of  Islam,
exemplified by figures such as ‘Aisha
bint Ab1 Bakr, Umm Salama, and al-
Shifa’ bint ‘Abdallah. Their visible
participation later diminished due to
institutional and social
transformations rather than any
religious prohibition. Nevertheless,
their scholarly influence endured
through networks of learning and
chains of transmission that included
both men and women. The study
concludes by calling for a re-reading
of Islamic intellectual history that
restores women’s contributions as an
integral and continuous part of the

Islamic scholarly heritage.

Keywords: women scholars, early
Islam, hadith transmission, Islamic
education,  social  history  of
knowledge.
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