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The Legal Basis of Tax Self-Assessment
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Abstract
The self-assessment tax system is considered one of the fundamental legal mechanisms that has
brought a significant transformation to the philosophy of tax legislation. It shifted the burden of
determining the taxable base from the tax administration to the taxpayer while maintaining the
authority of the administration in monitoring and auditing. This system represents one of the most
effective means of achieving tax justice and promoting transparency in the relationship between the
state and the taxpayer, as it establishes a balance between the state’s right to collect public revenues
and the taxpayer’s right to legal security. The study demonstrates that the constitutional foundation of
this system is based on the principle of “no taxation without law” as enshrined in the Egyptian and
Jordanian constitutions, along with the principles of social justice, contributive capacity, and equality,
which together form a solid legal basis for adopting the self-assessment system in income tax laws.
The analysis, however, revealed that the Iragi legislator has not explicitly regulated the concept of self-
assessment, referring to it only implicitly in the provisions related to tax declarations, which has led to
an overlap between self-assessment and estimated (arbitrary) assessment methods. The study
concludes that there is a legislative and procedural gap in the Iragi tax system, reflected in the absence
of a clear legal text defining self-assessment, as well as the weakness of electronic auditing and post-
assessment control mechanisms. It calls for legislative intervention to establish an integrated legal
framework that defines the rights and obligations of both taxpayers and the administration and clarifies
monitoring and sanction procedures. The study also recommends enhancing taxpayers’ awareness and
adopting advanced electronic systems that promote justice, efficiency, and transparency in tax
administration and application.

Key words : self-assessment of tax , legal basis, tax justice , tax administration.
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