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Paradox in the Satirical Image in the Magamat of Badi'a al-Zaman al-
Hamadhani
A.L Rashed Ahmed Majeed
Abstract:

Badi‘ al-Zaman al-Hamadhani’s Maqgamat represent a landmark in Arabic
literature, blending rhetorical eloquence with humor and establishing a unique
literary genre that combines prose narrative with dramatic dialogue. Paradox is
one of the central literary devices employed by al-Hamadhani to generate
satirical humor and highlight social and intellectual contradictions. Its use in the
Magamat demonstrates the author’s ability to merge with social critique,
portraying characters in their inherently contradictory nature, prompting the
reader to reconsider reality from a novel perspective. This study analyzes
satirical imagery based on paradox in al-Hamadhani’s texts, exploring the
rhetorical and social functions of such imagery. Findings reveal that paradox is
not merely a tool to amuse the reader but serves as a critical device reflecting
ethical and social contradictions, enhancing the text’s role as a mirror of human
customs and traditions. The combination of satire and paradox exemplifies al-
Hamadhani’s mastery of language, enabling him to deliver critical messages
through refined artistic expression.

Keywords: Paradox, Satirical Imagery, Al-Hamadhani’s Magqgamat, Social
Critique, Rhetoric, Literary Satire.
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