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The Principles of Interpretation and Their Applications in Abu Hayyan's
Grammatical and Qur'anic Preferences
A.L. Rafida Kwan Muhammad
Al-Imam Al-A'zam University College

Abstract
This research, titled "Principles of Interpretation and Their Applications in the
Grammatical and Quranic Preferences of Abu Hayyan," addresses a highly
significant topic in Quranic and linguistic studies. It reveals the intellectual
framework adopted by Imam Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi (d. 745 AH) in
formulating his exegetical and grammatical preferences within his renowned
exegesis, Al-Bahr al-Mubhit. The study seeks to elucidate the methodological
frameworks he followed in selecting preferred views and rejecting less valid
ones, by systematically presenting his principles of interpretation and their
application to issues of syntax (i'rab), morphology, rhetoric, and the
interpretation of Quranic readings (gira'at) The research employs a descriptive,
analytical, and inductive methodology, tracing texts to their original sources in
Al-Bahr al-Muhit and presenting verbatim quotations within quotation marks,
accompanied by in-text APA citations. The study is organized into an
introduction, three sections, and a conclusion. The first section provides a brief
biography of Abu Hayyan and outlines his scholarly impact; the second section
examines the principles and foundations of interpretation in his methodology,
supported by practical examples; and the third section is dedicated to the modes
of preference and the mechanisms of their application in syntax and Quranic
readings. The research concludes with several findings, most notably: that Abu
Hayyan was not a mere imitator in his scholarly exegetical choices but rather an
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independent scholar (mujtahid) who relied on evidence and critical reasoning;
and that his system of preferences rests upon solid principles and rigorous
criteria, lending it significant methodological value.

Keywords: Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi, Interpretation (Ta'wil), Preference
(Tarjih), Al-Bahr al-Muhit, Quranic Grammar, Quranic Sciences
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