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The impact of institutional reputation risks on funding decisions and capital
structure of Iraqi private universities
A.L Dyaa jassim mohammed Aldouri
Abstract:
This research, entitled "The Impact of Institutional Reputation Risks on Funding
Decisions and Capital Structure in Iraqi Private Universities," addresses a
contemporary topic in financial management. It highlights the role of
institutional reputation in enhancing the efficiency of funding decisions and
building a capital structure capable of achieving financial sustainability in higher
education institutions. The research's significance stems from the increasing
competitive challenges facing Iraqi private universities and the accompanying
need to maintain their institutional reputation as a strategic asset that contributes
to strengthening stakeholder confidence and supporting their financial and
competitive position. The research aims to demonstrate the impact of
institutional reputation risks on funding decisions and capital structure by
analyzing the current state of Iraqi private universities, identifying the most
prominent sources of reputation risks and their implications for funding policies,
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and assessing their impact on achieving a balance between funding sources and
enhancing financial stability. The research also discusses the relationship
between institutional reputation and the efficiency of financial performance, the
universities' ability to attract students, develop financial resources, and establish
academic and investment partnerships. The research demonstrates that
institutional reputation is an influential factor in enhancing stakeholder
confidence, improving access to funding, and diversifying revenue sources,
which in turn reflects Positively impacting the efficiency of capital structures,
universities' exposure to reputational risks can lead to decreased revenues,
increased funding costs, and reduced capacity for expansion and investment.
This, in turn, affects their financial stability and ability to achieve their strategic
objectives. The research underscores the importance of Iraqi private universities
adopting effective policies for managing reputational risks, enhancing
governance and transparency, and improving the quality of educational services.
This will contribute to supporting the efficiency of funding decisions, achieving
a balanced capital structure, and strengthening financial sustainability and
competitiveness.

Keywords: Institutional reputational risks, funding decisions, capital structure,
Iraqi private universities, financial sustainability, governance.
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