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Abstract

This study provides an overview of the international legal basis prohibiting the forced annexation of
territory, which is one of the founding principles in the structure of modern international law. It lies at
the heart of three pivotal projects that formed the core of this legal system: the first is settling the issue
of territorial sovereignty as a basis for establishing state authority; the second is regulating the use of
force across stable borders; and finally, enabling peoples living within certain borders to determine
their own destiny .However, it is often misunderstood, whether in terms of its historical origin or in
relation to other contemporary international legal rules. Given its overlap with the three projects
referred to, its origin cannot be traced back to any of those projects. Therefore, the statement that
describes this rule as an inevitable result of regulating the use of military force is misleading and
incomplete, as it ignores the great role played by the countries emerging from colonialism In
consolidating this rule, through its continued quest to establish its legal status as sovereign states, the
rule prohibiting forced annexation of territory is often incorporated into the general rule prohibiting
the use of force, although its effect extends to a much broader scope than simply regulating the use of
armed force .Given recent developments, it appears that the rule prohibiting the forced annexation of
territory is facing increasing challenges. Although this rule continues to be one of the established
peremptory customary rules in international law, the new practices of some countries, coupled with the
variation in international reactions, may portend a shift in the scope of application of this rule The
situations in Ukraine, Palestine, Western Sahara, and the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo
are examples of the risks associated with the development of international practice affecting Al-Qaeda,
as a more flexible approach to prohibiting forced annexation of territory, and if these practices are not
confronted, they may lead to fundamental changes in the principles governing the sovereignty of states
and their territorial integrity.

Keywords: self-determination, stability of international borders, peremptory norms, use of
force, development of international relations.
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