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Aesthetics of Surface and Depth: A Philosophical Study of the Impact of
Graphic Design on Visual Awareness
L. Maha Abdul Rahman Abdul Razzaq Al-Hashimi
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tott. nm@mtu.edu.iq

Abstract

The study aims to examine the impact of surface and depth aesthetics in graphic
design on visual awareness, highlighting how surface aesthetics attract immediate
attention, while deep aesthetics convey cultural meanings that influence long-term
perception. The research seeks to provide a theoretical framework to help
designers balance surface and depth to enhance visual communication
effectiveness. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and utilizes a
questionnaire for data collection, with statistical analysis conducted using SPSS.
The findings indicate a statistically significant effect of surface aesthetics in
capturing attention and increasing visual appeal, whereas deep aesthetics enhance
the comprehension of visual messages and influence sustained perception. The
results also reveal that balancing surface and depth strengthens visual
communication effectiveness, while overly attractive surface aesthetics may lead to
a superficial understanding or divert attention from deeper meanings. Moreover,
the study highlights that audience visual perception is shaped by cultural and social
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backgrounds when interpreting surface and depth aesthetics, emphasizing the
importance of cultural context in analyzing visual messages.

Keywords: Surface aesthetics, depth aesthetics, Graphic Design, Visual
Awareness.
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