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Rhetorical Devices in the Poetry of Hassan ibn Thabit

A.L. Dhubiya Thabit Numan

Ministry of Education — General Directorate of Education of Salah al-Din — Tikrit
Education Department

Abstract:

Praise be to God, who taught by the pen, taught man what he did not know. Peace
and blessings be upon the one after whom there is no prophet, and upon his pure
and righteous family and his noble and blessed companions. As for what follows:
While reading the poetry of Hassan ibn Thabit, as | am immersed in his collected
works, | was struck by his frequent use of simile, metaphor, metonymy, and
synecdoche. This usage is known in literature and rhetoric as figurative language.
While it is true that the concept of imagery was not known to our ancient critics in
its modern sense, their discussions of rhetorical imagery in general, and figurative
language in particular—including simile, metaphor, metonymy, and synecdoche—
highlight the artistic aspects that make it closely related to poetic imagery in our
modern era. The relationship between imagery and poetry is intimate; poetry is
nothing but a form of depiction. Through this study, | aim to demonstrate the
beauty and authenticity of Hassan's poetry. He was sincere in his praise of the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and sought no personal gain from it. In
this study, | adopted a statistical analytical approach, which describes the
phenomenon and then analyzes it. Many studies and research papers have
addressed Hassan's poetry in general, but they have not specifically examined the
rhetorical and artistic imagery in his poetry. Among the studies that have addressed
the artistic image in general, focusing on its rhetorical aspects, are: "Poetic Images
in Literary Writing: Origins and Branches,” by Dr. Subhi al-Bustani. In this work,
the author focuses on the relationship between imagery and poetry, considering
traditional figures of speech as material for modern rhetoric. He also focuses on the
forms of imagery in literary writing. This study, however, focuses on modern
literary texts and neglects classical Arabic poetry. Another study is "Artistic Images
in the Poetry of Ali al-Jarim," by lIbrahim Amin al-Zarzamouni. This study
addresses the meaning of the artistic image and the methods of studying it, both
ancient and modern. It is not purely applied but rather largely theoretical. |
benefited from this study in terms of organization and classification. The
difficulties | encountered were: the difficulty of accurately understanding the verses
from Hassan ibn Thabit's Diwan, and consequently, the difficulty of analyzing the
rhetorical style the poet employed in his poetry. This was only possible after
consulting several commentaries on the Diwan; for example, the commentary by
Professor Abd al-A. Muhanna, published by Dar al-Kutub al-limiyya, Beirut,
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Lebanon, and the commentary and corrections by Abd al-Rahman al-Barquqi,
published in the first edition by al-Rahmaniyya Press in Egypt. Since my study
focuses on figurative language in Hassan ibn Thabit's poetry, it seemed appropriate
to divide the research into:

* Section One: A study of metaphorical language, its types, and its rhetorical effect
in Hassan's poetry.

* Section Two: A study of metonymy, its categories, and its rhetorical effect in
Hassan's poetry.

« Section Three: A study of simile, its components, and its types in Hassan's
poetry.

* Section Four: A study of figurative language and its categories.

In the conclusion, | summarized the research findings. | seek help and guidance
from God, and He is the source of all success.

Keywords: rhetorical devices, Hassan ibn Thabit
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