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The legal framework for the exploitation of the seabed and ocean floor
Dr. Ahmed Sabah Hussein Ali Al-Dulaimi

Abstract :This study examines the international legal framework governing the
exploitation of the seabed and ocean floor beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction, as these areas have become increasingly significant due to their vast
natural and strategic resources and the growing global demand for rare minerals
and energy resources. The research aims to analyze the legal regime regulating
the exploration and exploitation of these resources and to examine the legal
principles established under international law, particularly the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOQOS), in order to achieve a
balance between resource utilization, marine environmental protection, and the
equitable distribution of benefits among States.The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical methodology, supported where appropriate by a comparative
approach, through the examination of international legal instruments, United
Nations General Assembly resolutions, and relevant conventions, as well as an
analysis of the role of the International Seabed Authority in regulating and
supervising exploration and exploitation activities. The study concludes that the
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international legal regime is founded on several fundamental principles,
foremost among them the principle of the common heritage of mankind, the
prohibition of national sovereignty over the Area and its resources, the exclusive
peaceful use of the Area, and the requirement that all activities be conducted
under the supervision of the International Seabed Authority while ensuring the
protection of the marine environment and the achievement of sustainable
development. The study further finds that technological advances have
significantly enhanced the feasibility of exploiting deep-sea mineral resources;
however, they have also created legal and environmental challenges that require
strengthening international governance mechanisms and promoting international
cooperation to ensure the sustainable and equitable utilization of these resources
for the benefit of present and future generations.

Keywords: Deep Seabed, United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), International Seabed Authority, Common Heritage of Mankind,
Marine Resource Exploitation, International Law, Marine Environmental
Protection.
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