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José Figueres Ferrer and His Role in the 1948 Costa Rican Civil War
Researcher: Noor Fadhil Nayef  Prof. Dr. Essam Abdul-Hussein Nouman

Abstract:

This research examines the life of one of the most prominent statesmen in
the modern history of Costa Rica, Jos¢ Figueres Ferrer, whose name is
synonymous with the profound political and social transformations the country
underwent in the mid-20th century. Figueres emerged during a deep political crisis
that culminated in the Costa Rican Civil War of 1948. He led the revolutionary
forces with organizational and military efficiency, enabling him to decisively end
the conflict and the political division that gripped the country at the time.
However, the significance of that period lay not only in its military outcomes but,
more importantly, in his vision for rebuilding the nation. His leadership
contributed to the overthrow of the existing regime and the formation of a
transitional authority that focused on rebuilding state institutions on the
foundations of constitutional legitimacy, strengthening the principles of social
justice, and establishing the pillars of a modern democratic system. Thus, the
military victory transformed into a foundational project that redefined the
relationship between the state and society and paved the way for the establishment
of a stable state with robust institutions. Figueres' influence was not limited to
Costa Rica alone, but extended beyond its borders, as he supported democratic
movements and opposition to dictatorial regimes in Central and Latin America,
through his involvement in the organization known as the "Caribbean Legion,"
which opposed dictatorial regimes in the region, by building a network of cross-
border political alliances. Thus, Figueres was not merely a local leader, but a
figure with significant influence in his regional sphere, contributing to Costa
Rica's image as a stable and democratic nation in a turbulent regional
environment.

Keywords: José Figueres Ferrer, 1948 elections, Costa Rican Civil War, Costa
Rica, Caribbean Legion.
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Rica,1955, P.13; Jerome R. Adams, Liberators, Patriots And Leaders Of Latin America
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2010, P.161.

@ Marcelo Alvarez Garcia, Lideres Politicos Del Siglo Xx En América Latina, Lom
Ediciones, Santiago De Chile, 2007, P.262; Charles D. Ameringer, Don Pepe, A Political
Biography Of José Figueres Of Costa Rica, The University Of New Mexico Press, 1978,
P.5.

® Jose Figueres Ferrer, El Espiritu Del 48, Editorial Costa Rica, San José, 1987, P.29.

@ Jerome R. Adams, Op. Cit., P.161 Marcelo Alvarez Garcia, Op. Cit, P.262; Charles D.
Ameringer, Op. Cit, P.5; Arturo Castro Esquivel, Op. Cit, P.16.

®) Jose Figueres Ferrer, Op. Cit., P.29.

©®Arturo Castro Esquivel, Op. Cit, P.18; Jerome R. Adams, Op. Cit, P162.

@ Arturo Castro Esquivel, Op. Cit, P.19; Charles D. Ameringer, Op. Cit, Pp.6-7; Kyle
Longley, The Sparrow And The Hawk: Costa Rica And The United States During The
Rise Of José Figueres, The University Of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 1997, P.28.

® Arturo Castro Esquivel, Op. Cit, Pp.19-20; Charles D. Ameringer, Op. Cit, Pp.6-7.

© Marcelo Alvarez Garcia, Op. Cit., P.263.
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(1) Kyle Longley, Op. Cit, P.29; Marcelo Alvarez Garcia, Op Cit, P.165; Maria Emanuela
Hedayat, Op. Cit, P.140.
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F.R.U.S, Papers Relating To The Foreign Relations Of The United States, With The
Address Of The President To Congress December 4, 1917, The Agent Of The De Facto
Government Of Costa Rica To The Secretary Of State, File No. 818.00/203, Document

387, Washington, March 12, 1917, P.314; David Diaz-Arias And Others, David Diaz-
Arias And Others, Historical Dictionary Of Costa Rica, Rowman & Littlefield,

Maryland, 2019, P.213.
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Ronald N. Harpelle, The West Indians Of Costa Rica: Race, Class, And The Integration
Of An Ethnic Minority, Mcgill-Queen's University, London, 2001, P.78; Maria Emanuela
Hedayat, He '"Exceptionalist" Collective Imaginary, Hegemonic Battles, And Costa
Rica's Democratic Institutional Development From The 1820s To The 1960s, Doctoral

Dissertation, The London School Of Economics And Political Science, , London, 2014,
Pp.119-121.
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David Diaz-Arias And Others, Op.Cit., Pp.186-187.

(16) Harold D. Nelson, Costa Rica A Country Study, Second Edition, United States
Government As Represented By The Secretary Of The Army, Washington, 1983, P.38.
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Tom Streissguth, Costa Riga In Pictures, Lerner Publications Company, Minnesota,

2004, P.70; David Diaz-Arias And Others, Op. Cit, P.47.

(18) Eduardo Oconitrillo Garcia, Cien Afios De Politica Costarricense: 1902-2002, De

Ascension Esquivel A Abel Pacheco, Editorial Universidad Estatal A Distancia, San Jose,
2004, P.105; Maria Emanuela Hedayat, Op. Cit, Pp.141-142.
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Burt H. English, Burt H. English, Liberacion Nacional Of Costa Rica: The Development
Of A Political Party In A Transitional Society, Doctoral Dissertation, University Of
Florida, Florida, 1967, P.19; Miranda Camacho, Guillermo, La Fundacion Del Partido
Liberacion Nacional Y El Origen Del Proyecto Politico Educativo Socialdemoécrata En
Costa Rica-Una Aproximacion Hermenéutica Critica, Revista De Ciencias Sociales,
Universidad De Costa Rica, San José, Vol. 4, No 130, 2010, P.186.
(20) Jorge Mario Salazar, Crisis Liberal Y Estado Reformista Anilisis Politico-Electoral
(1914-1949), Edition 2, Universidad De Costa Rica, San José, 2003, P.242; Eugenio
Rodriguez Vega, Rodrigo Facio, Universidad Estatal A Distancia, San José, 2006, P.51.
(21) John Patrick Bell, Crisis In Costa Rica The 1948 Revolution, University Of Texas
Press, Austin, 1971, P.88; Marc Edelman And Joanne Kenen, Marc Edelman And Joanne
Kenen, The Costa Rica Reader, Grove Weidenfeld, New York, 1989, P.97; Charles D.
Ameringer, Op. Cit, P.18.
(22) Robert J. Alexander, Prophets Of The Revolution: Profiles Of Latin American
Leaders, The Macmillan Company, New York, 1962, P.147; Charles D. Ameringer, Op. Cit,
P.18; Charles D. Ameringer, Democracy In Costa Rica, Hoover Institution Press,
Stanford University, California, 1982, P.30; Marc Edelman And Joanne Kenen, Op. Cit,
Pp.97-98; John Patrick Bell, Op. Cit, P.89; Laura Beatriz Moreno-Rodriguez, La
Presencia De José Figueres En México: Del Unionismo A La Insurreccion, 1942-1947,
Femas De Nuestra América, Vol 33, Universidad Nacional Auténoma, Meéxico,
2017,P.108; Rebecca Mina Schreiber,. “Cold War Exiles In Mexico: U.S. Dissidents And
The Culture Of Critical Resistance”. Minneapolis: University Of Minnesota Press,
2008.P.1; Amberlyn Britt, Para Los Hijos Y Nuestro Futuro: Reconceptualizing Costa
Rican Identity Through The Civil War, Eastern Michigan University, College Of Arts,
Ann Arbor Michigan, 2019, Pp.29-41.
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Charles D. Ameringer, The Caribbean Legion: Patriots, Politicians, Soldiers Of Fortune
1946-1950, The Pennsylvania State University Press, Pennsylvania, 1996, P.8-10; Partido

Socialista Centro Americano, Revista De Teoria, Politica, Economia E Historia, No. 5,
Partido Socialista Centro Americano, 2009, P.17.
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Harris M. Lentz, Heads Of States And Governments: A Worldwide Encyclopedia Of
Over 2,300 Leaders, 1945 Through 1992, Routledge, New York, 2013, P.198.
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Daniel Cavallini Espinoza, Biografia Del Lic. Alberto Marten Chavarrta: Creador Y

Fundador Del Solidarismo Costarricense, Universidad Nacional, Heredia-Costa Rica,
2021, Pp.10-47.
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Harris M. Lentz, Op. Cit, P.197; David Diaz-Arias And Others, Op. Cit, P.261.
(27)Leonard Bird, Costa Rica The Unarmed Democracy, Sheppard Press, London, 1984,
P.49; Charles D. Ameringer, Don Pepe, A Political Biography Of José Figueres Of Costa
Rica, Op. Cit, P.28; Leslie Bethell And Ian Roxborough; Latin America Between The
Second World War And The Cold War, 1944 1948, Cambridge University Press, New
York; 1992, P.289; Phil Gunson And Others, The Dictionary Of Contemporary Politics
Of Central America And The Caribbean, Taylor & Francis, London, 2015, P.17; John
Patrick Bell, Op. Cit, P.89; Charles D. Ameringer, The Caribbean Legion: Patriots,
Politicians, Soldiers Of Fortune 1946-1950, op. cit., Pp.8-10; Partido Socialista Centro
Americano, op. cit., P.17; Jorge Enrique Romero Pérez, Contribucion A La Historia De
Los Partidos Politicos En Costa Rica: El Partido Accion Democrata, Revista De Ciencias
Juridicas, Universidad De Costa Rica, No 140, 2016, P.134.
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Harris M. Lentz, op. cit., P.196; David Diaz-Arias And Others, Op. Cit, P.219.
(29 Adrian Colesberry And Others, Costa Rica: The Last Country The Gods Made,
Skyhouse Publishing, Helena, Montana, 1993, p.96; ; Steven Palmer Ivan Molina, The
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