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Abstract

Iragi foreign policy witnessed a profound transformation after 2003 as a result
of the fall of the former regime and the subsequent changes in the structure of
the state and regional relations. Successive Iragi governments sought to rebuild
their relations with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries after years of
estrangement and tension that preceded 2003, particularly due to the Second
Gulf War and the policies of the former regime. Iraqi efforts focused on
achieving diplomatic openness and restoring trust with the Gulf states through
enhancing political dialogue, developing economic and security cooperation,
and engaging in regional forums. However, this policy faced significant
challenges, including Iran’s influence in Iraq, internal divisions, and Gulf
skepticism regarding the independence of Iraq’s political decision-making.
Despite the difficulties, the relations witnessed some gradual improvement,
manifested in the reopening of embassies, the signing of economic and security
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cooperation agreements, and participation in joint Arab and Gulf summits. Iraq
also sought to play a balancing role in the region by working to bridge the gap
between Iran and the Gulf states and presenting itself as a “bridge of
communication” rather than a battleground for conflict. Overall, it can be said
that the effectiveness of Iraq’s foreign policy toward the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) after 2003 was relatively limited. However, it was characterized
by increasing flexibility and a continuous effort to restore Iraq’s regional role
amid a complex regional environment and intertwined power struggles.

Keywords: (Iragi foreign policy, Gulf Cooperation Council, Iragi-Gulf
relations, Iraq after 2003, Iragi diplomacy).
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