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Abstract:
The present study examines the effect of the Woods Model in
developing critical thinking skills among students of the Art
Education Department through the Art Appreciation course. The
study is based on the assumption that applying the Woods Model
— which relies on prediction, observation, and interpretation
— provides students with broader opportunities to reflect on
artworks and express informed opinions supported by evidence
and reasoning. This, in turn, contributes to enhancing their
ability to distinguish between artistic styles, understand aesthetic
contexts, and evaluate artworks according to objective criteria.

The research also seeks to measure the change in students’ critical

Yevy



g Sl g ANy el Slulyllly gl o8 LaSE il
AY ¢ YU Ol 2 Y €€V i 93 Al LI (1 4) 3l

thinking levels before and after implementing the model, and to
identify the educational and pedagogical impact achieved within
the environment of art education, with the aim of promoting
conscious art appreciation practices grounded in analytical
evaluation of aesthetics.

The aim of this research is to identify the effect of applying the
Woods Model in developing critical thinking skills among students
of the Art Education Department through the Art Appreciation
course. The Woods Model is considered one of the contemporary
instructional models that focus on generating, analyzing, and
evaluating ideas through problem-posing and encouraging
students to explore multiple solutions, which contributes to
developing higher-order cognitive skills associated with critical
thinking.

The research followed the experimental method, as the study
sample consisted of (A.) first—-year morning students in the Art
Education Department during the second semester. The students
were divided into two groups: an experimental group that studied
Art Appreciation using the Woods Model, and a control group that
studied the same course using traditional teaching methods. To
measure the development of critical thinking skills, a knowledge
test and a critical thinking scale were prepared and applied to both
groups before and after the experiment.

The results indicated statistically significant differences in favor
of the experimental group, suggesting the effectiveness of the
Woods Model in enhancing students’ critical thinking skills.
This improvement is attributed to the model’s ability to foster
interaction, discussion, and analysis, in addition to linking
theoretical concepts with practical applications, which strengthens
students’ abilities in critique, interpretation, and artistic reasoning.
The research recommends adopting the Woods Model in teaching
Art Appreciation within Art Education Departments due to its role
in developing critical thinking skills. It also recommends training

instructors to employ contemporary instructional models that
enhance students’ analytical and evaluative thinking within the
learning environment.
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