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Abstract:

This research examines the slave trade in the states of the Maghreb
during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, as one of the
economic and social phenomena that contributed to shaping the
economic structure and political relations in the region. The research
focuses on the western states of Tripoli, Algeria, and Tunisia, as they
are major centers for the activity of this trade, taking advantage of their
geographical location that links the depth of the African continent with

the Mediterranean basin. The research seeks to trace the origins and
development of the slave trade, and to show the methods of bringing
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slaves  through desert caravans and maritime activity, while
highlighting the peculiarities that distinguished each state. =~ Western
Tripoli relied mainly on desert trade, while the maritime character,
based on captivity and redemption, dominated the slave trade in the
Algerian state, while the Tunisian experience was characterized by a
greater degree of administrative organization, and was early influenced
by internal reforms and European pressures. The research also discusses
the economic and social dimensions of the slave trade, in terms of its
role in supporting state finances and providing manpower, in addition to
the profound social and humanitarian effects it had. It also addresses
the international position on this trade, explaining how the slave issue
turned into a political pressure tool that European powers exploited to
interfere in the affairs of the Maghreb states. The research concludes
that the slave trade constituted a complex phenomenon in which
economic, political and social factors intersected, contributed to
weakening the internal structure of the Maghreb states, and indirectly
paved the way for the increase of European influence in the region
during the nineteenth century.
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