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Internal conflicts and external influences and their impact on the stability
of the kingdoms of Western Sudan
(The village of Mandaq as a case study)
A. P. Dr Attarid Taqi Abood

College of Education for Human Sciences / University of Babylon
Introduction:

Praise be to Allah, who made history a mirror of lessons and a record of
the changing fortunes of humankind. Peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him and his family),
who was sent with guidance and enlightenment.

The history of the Western Sudan constitutes a vibrant chapter marked by
profound transformations in the history of Sub-Saharan Africa. It served as
the stage for some of the greatest Islamic civilizations and kingdoms, which
left a lasting imprint on the region's political, economic, and spiritual
development. Within this historical landscape emerged several centers of
settlement and urbanization that became local hubs of influence, among
them the village of Mandugq, one of the ancient settlements embedded in the
geographical fabric of the Western Sudan.

This study is of considerable significance as an interpretive model for
understanding the complex interactions between the internal social
structure and the external political forces that shaped the kingdoms of the
Western Sudan. Manduq underwent significant demographic changes,
particularly following the agricultural renaissance led by Samankar, who
developed the cultivation of fodder for horses. Prior to this innovation,
horses had been imported by Arab and Maghrebi merchants at exorbitant
prices. This development attracted horse breeders and transformed the
village into a financial, military, and political center known as the "Village
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of the Susu Horses." However, this rapid rise and shift in the balance of
power soon ignited violent internal conflicts with local rulers and
neighboring kingdoms. These developments coincided with a decisive
historical turning point represented by the Maghrebi military expansion
into the region during the reign of Sultan Ahmad al-Mansur al-Dhahabi.

The principal methodological challenge of this study lies in the scarcity
of historical sources dealing specifically with the village of Manduq. The
near absence of scholarly attention made tracing its history extremely
difficult and posed considerable obstacles in identifying, translating, and
accurately reconstructing the biographies and roles of many of the
historical figures discussed n this research.

To provide a comprehensive treatment of the subject, the study is
divided into two main sections. The first, "The Geographical and Historical
Framework of the Village of Mandugq," examines the village's geographical
setting, demographic composition, and the tribes that settled there. The
second, "The Political History of the Village of Manduq Through the
Biographies of Its Prominent Figures," explores its political elites, the
origins of internal conflict within the village, and the subsequent
transformation of these disputes into external conflicts following the
military campaign that entered the region.

This study 1s based on a range of historical sources, the full details of
which are presented in the bibliography at the end of the work. They are
not discussed here in order to maintain conciseness and avoid unnecessary
repetition.
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