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Overlooking in Abbasid Poetry
Asst. Prof. Dr. Qais Allawi Khalaf Jasim
Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of taghaful (intentional forbearance or
deliberate overlooking) in Abbasid poetry as a distinctive ethical and artistic value.
It explores how Abbasid poets employed taghaful not merely as a social behavior
but also as a poetic strategy that reflects wisdom, emotional restraint, and the
preservation of human relationships. The research analyzes the linguistic and
conceptual dimensions of taghaful and investigates its manifestations in various
poetic themes, including love, praise, satire, friendship, and social interaction.Using
an analytical and descriptive approach, the study examines selected poetic texts
from leading Abbasid poets to identify the rhetorical, aesthetic, and cultural
functions of taghaful. It also highlights the relationship between this concept and
the social, political, and intellectual environment of the Abbasid era. The findings
demonstrate that taghaful served as a means of expressing maturity, tolerance, and
social intelligence, while enriching poetic discourse through subtle implication,
irony, and emotional balance. The study concludes that taghaful occupies a
significant place in Abbasid poetry, where it functions as both a moral principle
and an artistic technique that contributes to the richness and sophistication of
Abbasid literary expression.
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