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Abstract

This study examines intertextuality as a key artistic mechanism in the
poetry of Nawfal Abu Ragheef and its role in shaping contemporary poetic
discours. The poet draws on religious references—particularly the Holy Qur’an,
the Prophetic Hadith, and religious lexicon—to enrich his text both semantically
and aesthetically. The study argues that religious intertextuality functions not as
a decorative device, but as a conscious artistic strategy based on semantic
transformation and the recontextualization of sacred texts within a modern
poetic framework. The findings show that Qur’anic imagery (such as dawn, the
sun, blazing fire, and “low-hanging fruits”) is reworked to express
psychological and existential concerns tied to the Iraqi experience. The study
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also identifies narrative intertextuality through figures such as Imam al-Husayn
and Imam al-Abbas.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Contemporary Poetry, Imam al-Husayn, Imam al-
Abbas
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