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Kbstract \

The Musha'sha'i state was founded in the late fifteenth century by Imam Musha'sha’ ibn Bahr in the
Al-Ahsa and Qatif regions. It relied on an Imamate political system, with the Imam as the head of
state, and strong alliances with local tribes of various sects. Internal relations were based on Shia
religious unity, which helped foster political and cultural stability.

Externally, the state sought to build relations with its neighbors, such as the Sultanate of Oman and the
Safavid Empire, while facing conflicts with the Ottoman Empire and the Portuguese, who posed a
constant threat. The state was characterized by religious and political expansion, but it faced several
challenges that led to a decline in its power in the eighteenth century, when it was brought to an end
by the Ottomans.

Despite its demise, the Musha'sha'i state left a strong impact on the history of the Arabian Gulf,
particularly in terms of the political and cultural identity of the Shia regions.

Research: A Window into a Lesser-Known Era
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