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Cosmic nature in the poetry of Ibn Khatima al-Ansari al-Andalusi
Fatima Al-Zahraa Khalil Nasser
Abstract

Cosmic nature constitutes a fundamental aesthetic and semantic dimension in
the poetry of Ibn Khatima al-Ansari al-Andalusi, where celestial phenomena
transcend their descriptive function to become active agents in meaning-
making. His poetic discourse reveals a sophisticated engagement with the
natural world, in which cosmic elements are carefully integrated into the
structural and symbolic framework of the poem. Rather than serving as
ornamental imagery, these elements articulate complex emotional states and
reflect the poet’s contemplative vision of existence. In Ibn Khatima’s poetic
corpus, the sky frequently appears as an expansive and dynamic space
associated with elevation, openness, and transformation. Clouds and rain-laden
formations are imbued with connotations of expectation, change, and fertility,
while lightning emerges as a kinetic and intense image that conveys moments
of emotional tension and psychological unrest. Rain and life-giving
precipitation are consistently linked to renewal, purification, and continuity,
reinforcing the cyclic nature of life within the poet’s worldview. Stars, on the
other hand, symbolize guidance, order, and stability, offering orientation
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within the vast cosmic expanse. This study demonstrates that Ibn Khatima’s
treatment of cosmic nature reflects a deliberate aesthetic strategy shaped by the
Andalusian environment and its climatic diversity. Through this integration of
cosmic imagery and poetic expression, his work exemplifies the capacity of
Andalusian poetry to transform natural phenomena into a refined symbolic
language, thereby contributing significantly to the understanding of nature
imagery in medieval Arabic literature.

Keywords : Cosmic Nature, Andalusian Poetry, Ibn Khatima al-Ansari, The
Sky, Life-Giving Rain.
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