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ABSTRACT

Al-Baladhuri’s Ansab al-Ashraf (Genealogies of the Nobles) acquires exceptional significance not merely for its doc-
umentation of events, but for revealing, through its internal narratives, the mechanisms employed by the nascent au-
thority based on the logic of “domination” (Taghallub) and “private Asabiyyah” (group solidarity) to consolidate the
phenomenon of the “political family.” The foundational history of the Abbasid Caliphate (132-158 AH) represents a sen-
sitive transitional phase from a “broad revolutionary movement” toward “centralized family rule,” a transformation that
serves as an accurate reflection of the “evolution of Asabiyyah” model in Ibn Khaldun’s theory. Focusing on sources from
this period, this research aims to analyze the Abbasid state’s inclination toward “familism” following its establishment,
and its employment of kinship networks—including paternal and maternal uncles, marital alliances, and blood ties—as
a survival strategy to ensure loyalty across their spheres of influence and to monopolize power. This trend stands as a
prominent manifestation of the second stage of the state in Ibn Khaldun’s cyclical theory, wherein the ruler suppresses
aspirants from his own family and lineage to deter them from sharing power, thereby securing unilateral control. Al-
Baladhuri’s narratives reveal that the reliance on the “family” was not a random choice, but a calculated alternative to
fragile revolutionary alliances; for, according to Ibn Khaldun, Asabiyyah and tribal zeal constitute the strongest factors
for maintaining cohesion. Consequently, major provincial governorships were distributed among the Caliph’s uncles to
prevent regional independence, while marital ties were exploited to bolster internal and external alliances. Conversely,
powerful non-kin allies, such as Abu Muslim and Abu Salama, were systematically excluded and eliminated, viewed as
obstacles to exclusive rule—a “breaking of their power” that Ibn Khaldun deems necessary for the stability of sovereign-
ty. The research concludes that Al-Baladhuri’s accounts clearly reflect the Abbasids’ success in transforming the “public
right of the revolution” into a “private family inheritance.” This inheritance was reinforced by replacing the Umayyad
Arab Asabiyyah with a religious/ideological Asabiyyah, while simultaneously anchoring it in the hard nucleus of the
Abbasid blood Asabiyyah, supported by a network of narrators who served this familial discourse.

Keywords: Al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-Ashraf, The Political Family, Abbasid Caliphate, Ibn Khaldun’s Theory of Asabiyyah,
Familism, Power Structure, Exclusion of Allies.
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