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Ethnography of Languages among Muslim Arabs
Geographer

Alia Miri Qassem, Magda Jassim Hussein*

Department of Geography, College of Education (Ibn Rushd) for Human Sciences, University of Baghdad, Iraq

ABSTRACT

Geographical works and writings based on travel and field study are among the most important sources for research-
ing the cultural characteristics of a society, its way of life, and its lifestyle based on customs and traditions. Regarding
the description of countries, the characteristics of their people, and their way of life, this laid the foundation for a re-
search methodology known as the ethnographic method. This confirms that the Muslim Arabs were the first to lay its
foundations, which begin with observation and repetition of observation, then collecting information and linking some
of it together. This is the field of modern ethnography. The cultural aspect is represented in describing, analyzing, and
deconstructing these cultures by conveying the news of peoples and depicting their daily events in a time and place that
require the geographer to stay for a long time in order to understand the various cultural changes and fluctuations. The
research focuses on the most important cultural axis that could distinguish human societies during the period in which
the Arab Muslim writers lived, namely language and local dialect. The research content is represented by presenting and
analyzing geographical texts from those works to clarify the comparison between the past and present in geographical
and ethnographic studies.
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