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Experimentation in Iragi Feminist Theatre- Selected
Texts from the Theatre of the Absurd

Sura Muthana Kadhim*, Maha Farooq Abdul-Qader

Department of Arabic Language, College of Education for Human Sciences (Ibn Rushd), University of Baghdad, Iraq

ABSTRACT

The theatrical experimentation sought by creators is a deliberate and pre-planned endeavor aimed at advancing theat-
rical drama and awakening it from the slumber imposed by classical rules on the stage. It is a novel approach that tran-
scends traditional forms, intending not to achieve commercial success, but rather to attain the desired artistic creativity
inherent in the dramatic text. Consequently, the Absurd emerged as a result of revolutionary movements that rejected
wars, the capitalist context, and everything that restricts human freedom. The Absurd was not an intellectual school of
thought as much as it was a resounding outcry against classicism and prevailing Aristotelian norms; thus, it constituted
a significant experimental trend in literature, employing art as a legitimate means to demonstrate the degraded state
of society. This is precisely what the Iraqi playwright executed in her text by marginalizing the plot—thereby breaking
inherited Aristotelian laws—towards a new experimental theater.
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