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Phonetic Morphology: Its Concept, Justifications
for its Emergence, and Foundations of Analysis

Nawal Saleh Mahdi'-*, Omar Rashid Shaker Al-Samarrai?
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ABSTRACT

This research examines the attempts of modern scholars to establish a new branch of linguistics concerned with the
methodological overlap between the phonological and morphological levels, which they have termed phonological mor-
phology. What prompted researchers to pursue this line of thinking was their realization that a rigorous scientific meth-
odology must transcend the idea of separating the linguistic analysis levels. This separation was merely for educational
purposes and should not persist in analytical scientific research. It appears that phonological morphology has acquired
the status of an independent science, as it now has its established concept documented in modern linguistic literature,
both lexicographical and morphological. Furthermore, inductive reasoning indicates that certain analytical foundations
have become established in this new branch of contemporary linguistics. In this research, we discussed some of the
modern statements made by some contemporary scholars criticizing the morphological research methodology in our
linguistic heritage. It became clear that some of these statements need to be reconsidered, as they were not based on
accurate scientific induction. The heritage of Arabic morphology scholars contains evidence that suggests an important
aspect of morphological phonetic thinking was clearly defined among Arabic scholars, but in a way that suited their
heritage and research methodology.
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