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The phenomenon of heat waves is of great importance in
climate studies due to its significant effects on human health,
the environment and various activities. The research aims to
identify heat waves in Iraq, which are characterized by the
phenomenon of climate extremism, and to know their causes
and effects. Therefore, the climate data on the frequency of
heat waves for climate stations in Iraq for the period (1990-
2023) were relied upon. These waves varied in terms of their
classification based on the time period, as well as in their
annual and monthly distribution. The study also showed the
occurrence of (307) heat waves during the study period
distributed across all stations, and that short heat waves are
the most frequent in Iraq, as (182) heat waves were recorded,
representing a percentage of (59.20%) of the total heat
waves, followed by medium heat waves, representing (105)
waves during the study period, representing a percentage of
(34.29%), while long waves recorded (20) waves,
representing (6.51%) of the total heat waves. The statistical
results also showed that the general trend of heat waves is

towards an increase in all Study area stations.
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