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Lamentations of power and the incitement of memory in the poetry of Al-
Walid ibn Ugba: A cultural reading
Lecturer. Salah Najmaldeen Ameen
University of Kirkuk / College of Arts / Arabic Department
Abstract

This research aims to study the poetry of Al-Walid ibn Ugba from a cultural
criticism perspective, by revealing the function of "laments of power" and "the
incitement of memory" as two semantic structures that transcend theboundaries
of traditional elegy. It begins with the premise that poetic discourse not only
expresses grief but also contributes to the reproduction of cultural patterns
related to power and identity.The research addresses this issue through two
sections. The first examines laments as an implicit cultural pattern that re-
represents power within the discourse of grief, while the second focuses on
analyzing the mechanisms of memory incitement and how it is transformed into
a tool of influence and direction. The study concludes that the poetry of Al-
Walid ibn Ugba constitutes a model of discourse in which the emotional and the
political intertwine, where laments become a means of reproducing meaning,

and memory becomes an active tool in shaping collective consciousness.
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