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Grammatical reasoning according to lbn Jinni in his book Al-Luma’ fi al-Arabiyya
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Abstract

This research explores the topic of "Grammatical Reasoning (al-Ta'lil al-Nahwi) according to Ibn Jinni in his book al-
Luma' fi al-'Arabiyya, specifically focusing on the objects (al-Mafa'il)." The core problem addressed is the lack of deep
understanding regarding how objects influence sentence structure and placement. The motivation behind this research
lies in the importance of grammatical reasoning, which facilitates the comprehension of relationships between different
parts of a sentence. The study aims to clarify the concept of grammatical reasoning as presented by Ibn Jinni, how
objects are classified, and their impact on determining the meaning of a sentence. The research employs an analytical
approach based on the study of grammatical texts and the interpretation of various opinions held by Arab grammarians,
thereby providing a comprehensive perspective on the subject. The research reached several significant findings,
including that the direct object (al-maf'ul bihi) is considered an "extra’ or secondary element compared to the subject
(al-fail), and therefore, the subject is prioritized and placed before it. The research also highlighted the importance of
classifying objects, shedding light on types such as the causative object (al-maful li-ajlihi) and the comitative object (al-
maful ma'ahu), explaining their roles in sentence construction. The results demonstrate how the concept of the
causative object serves to explain the cause of the action, while the comitative object clarifies the notion of
accompaniment. Furthermore, the findings illustrate the impact these objects have on the semantics and meaning within
sentences, reflecting the importance of both the subject and the object in a linguistic context. The study shows that Ibn
Jinni relied on grammatical reasoning to explain how objects influence sentences. Objects are considered essential parts
of sentence structure, necessitating the prior consideration and placement of the subject before the direct object. This
reflects the connection between objects and sentence formation, enhancing a profound understanding of grammatical
relationships. The research also reviewed the views of various grammarians, providing a diverse perspective on how
they approached these objects. Additionally, it highlights how the concept of the passive substitute subject (na'ib al-fa'il)
affects the relationship between the subject and the direct object, explaining how the object is elevated to the nominative

case (rafa’) in the absence of the subject, and demonstrating that shifting to the passive voice requires the concept of

the subject for the verb to remain grammatically acceptable.
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