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Aljamiado Moorish manuscripts (Selected literary models between analysis

and translation )
Lect. Dr. Ahmed Shaheed Taaban Musa
College of Arts — Tikrit University — Iraq
Abstract

This research examines a unique literary phenomenon in the history of Arab-
Islamic culture in the West: the Aljamiado manuscripts written by the Moriscos
— the Muslims of the Iberian Peninsula after the fall of al-Andalus. These
manuscripts were composed using Arabic script to write the Romance Spanish
language, creating a linguistic and literary phenomenon unparalleled in the
history of comparative literature. The study aims to introduce Arab readers to
the nature and historical circumstances of these manuscripts, to present selected
literary samples with comprehensive linguistic and literary analysis, and to
provide Arabic translations of these texts with explanations of key terms and
concepts. The research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology combined
with stylistic and comparative approaches to illuminate the distinctive
characteristics of this literature. The study reveals that these manuscripts
represent a rare civilizational and literary document, embodying the struggle of
identity and collective memory of a generation living on the brink of cultural
extinction. Writing became their refuge for preserving Islamic identity and
cultural heritage against policies of forced Christianization and persecution. The
research concludes that Aljamiado literature represents a missing link between
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Arabic and Spanish literary traditions, and a cultural bridge deserving further
scholarly investigation.
Keywords: Aljamiado, Moriscos, Manuscripts, Andalusian Literature, ldentity,
Translation, Story of Joseph, Exile Poetry. )
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