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This research aims to investigate the effect of the m.u.r.d.e.r
strategy on cognitive depth among fifth-year secondary
school female students in Arabic language. The researchers
adopted a quasi-experimental design , The research
population consisted of fifth-grade science-track female
students in morning secondary schools in the center of
Nineveh Governorate for the academic year 2024-2025
(second semester). The researcher used a purposive sampling
method and selected Zainab Secondary School for Girls ,The
research sample totaled 99 students, with 52 students in the
experimental group taught , and 47 students in the control
group taught using traditional methods, The researcher
ensured equivalence between the two groups in several
relevant variables , and formulated 55 behavioral objectives
for the Arabic literature and text units, and synthesizing.
Fourteen lesson plans were prepared—seven for the
experimental group using the M.U.R.D.E.R strategy and
seven for the control group using traditional methods. Two
plans were reviewed by a panel of experts to ensure their
appropriateness, and developed a cognitive depth test (post-
test) covering Arabic literature and text topics, consisting of
30 objective questions (multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank,
and true/false). The test was validated for reliability and
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consistency. The experiment was conducted in the second
semester of the academic year (2024-2025), starting from
Sunday, February 23, 2025, to Thursday, April 17, 2025.
After the experiment, the tool was applied to both groups of
the study. Data were collected, analyzed, and several
findings, recommendations, and suggestions were drawn,
including:

1. There was a statistically significant difference in cognitive
depth in favor of the experimental group taught with the
M.U.R.D.E.R strategy.

2. The M.U.R.D.E.R strategy can be effectively applied in
teaching Arabic literature and texts at the fifth secondary
level.

3. Studying the effectiveness of the M.U.R.D.E.R strategy in
helping Arabic language department students acquire

grammatical concepts and develop reflective thinking.
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