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This study explores the impact of natural and environmental
variables—namely geographical location, climate, soil, and
water availability—on the functions of the city of Baghdad.
The findings demonstrate that these factors were not merely
marginal in the emergence and development of cities, but
rather essential and active elements that significantly
contributed, alongside political authority, to shaping the
political, economic, and cultural functions of urban centers.
Natural and environmental conditions could act as catalysts
for growth and prosperity; however, when disrupted by
uncontrollable changes, they could also lead to urban decline
and functional deterioration.

Using a historical, analytical, and interdisciplinary approach,
the research examines the interaction between natural and
environmental elements and the wurban functions of
Baghdad—how their integration supported the city's
flourishing, and how their imbalance contributed to its
decline.

The aim of the study is to highlight the importance of natural
factors in explaining the trajectories of urban functions in
Islamic cities, through an alternative interdisciplinary
perspective that connects geography with major historical
transformations
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