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argumentative discourse in political literature does not
merely present ideas but relies on rhetorical mechanisms to
produce a cognitive certainty in the audience, the study of
ironic metaphor in The Characteristics of Despotism and the
Deathbeds of Enslavement by Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi
offers deep insight into how such certainty is constructed.
Kawakibi employs ironic metaphor as an argumentative tool
that creates dissociation between appearance and reality,
exposing the falsity of the outward image of despotism.
Through extended, ironic, and metonymical metaphors, the
discourse establishes a satirical parallel between false values
and destructive outcomes, destabilizing the perceived
legitimacy of tyranny. Since ironic metaphor inherently
relies on a mismatch between the surface of expression and
its deeber context, Kawakibi effectively harnesses this
feature to build a discourse of cognitive certainty that
compels readers to perceive the true nature and perervasive
harms of despotism. This research highlights the critical role
of ironic metaphor-not as mere stylistic ornamentation, but
as a strategic mechanism in resisting tyranny and fostering a
critical awareness that paves the way for change
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