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Abstract:
This study examines Islamic cemeteries as a cultural and architectural phenomenon
through the writings of Arab geographers and travelers during the 4th century AH.
The research aims to identify the most significant references to cemeteries, shrines,
and mausoleums, and to analyze their religious, social, and architectural functions.
The study sheds light on the evolution of grave terminology in the literature of that
period, the importance of burial as a human and social right, and funerary models
in various regions of the Islamic state, such as Irag, Egypt, and North Africa. The
study concludes that cemeteries constituted a vital part of the urban fabric of
Islamic cities, reflecting the jurisprudential orientations and administrative
structures of the ruling authority, as well as popular practices related to visitation
and seeking blessings. The study employs an analytical methodology that connects
geographical texts, legal opinions, archaeological evidence, and funerary
inscriptions to reconstruct the funerary landscape in the Islamic world during the
4th century AH as an active cultural aspect, not merely a facility for burying the

dead.
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