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The Impact of Intermarriage in the Abbasid State on Social Life
A.L. Rugayya Abdulwahab Jumaa Salem Al-Salihi
Ministry of Education / Al-Karkh Second Education Directorate
Abstract
Political marriages refer to marriage or kinship through lineage and consanguinity
between the ruling family or the entourage of power on one hand, and political
entities, local governments, or tribes on the other, as a means of strengthening
alliances, consolidating influence, strengthening control, or ensuring loyalty. In the
Abbasid state, this tool was used alongside others to regulate relations with local
states or governments, Mamluks, tribes, or power centers, especially during periods
of central weakness or to solidify Abbasid influence. Marriage constituted an
important political and social tool in the history of the Arab Islamic state, as it
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served as a means of building alliances and strengthening social and political
influence. In the Abbasid state specifically, marriages emerged as one of the most
important means of consolidating power and linking the Abbasid dynasty with
influential families in Islamic society. Marriages between Abbasid caliphs, princes,
commanders, and governors are among the most prominent political and social
phenomena in the history of the Abbasid state. These marital relationships were not
merely familial ties, but rather a political tool aimed at solidifying alliances,
ensuring loyalty, and strengthening influence within the state. Abbasid caliphs were
keen to marry into prominent families.
Keys: Marriage - Politics - In-laws- Al-Mu'tadid - The Caliphs
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