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Abstract

The present research provides an in-depth geographical and sociological
analysis of the reality of widows in Saladin Governorate, shedding light on a
demographic group that has become a significant variable in the province's
population equation due to cumulative exceptional security conditions. The
study proceeds from the hypothesis that the spatial variation in the number of
widows is not a statistical coincidence but rather a reflection of the intensity of
conflicts and military operations witnessed across different districts. Analysis
reveals that major population centers, such as the cities of Samarra, Tikrit, and
Al-Shirgat, recorded the highest numerical rates. Field results, conducted on a
sample of one hundred and fifty widows, confirm that security threats and armed
conflicts are the primary drivers of losing a breadwinner, surpassing natural
causes. This bestows a coercive nature upon the phenomenon of widowhood in
the governorate, imposing double responsibilities on women. Furthermore, the
study uncovers a distinct educational and economic gap; financial constraints
and a lack of capital hinder widows from pursuing their professional or
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academic careers. This is exacerbated by prevailing social customs that restrict
their mobility or discourage remarriage, particularly in rural areas. The research
concludes that widows in Saladin face the challenge of dual providing
(breadwinning and caregiving) independently, relying primarily on limited
family support amidst the relative ineffectiveness of official social welfare
programs. This necessitates the formulation of empowerment policies designed
to transition this group from a state of deprivation to a state of productivity and
psychological and social stability.
Keywords: Widows, Demography, Population, Census.
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