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The title of this research addresses a form of concise
literature that remains relatively unfamiliar to the Arab
reader due to its novelty in the Arab world: Haiku poetry.
This ancient poetic form, which traces its roots back to
Japanese heritage, has spread globally through translation. It
first gained prominence in the West, and subsequently
reached the Arab world through foreign translations. One of
its notable points of arrival in the Arab context was Iraq.

This study seeks to explore the thematic structures in Iraqi
Haiku poetry, specifically through the works of Ali
Muhammad Al-Qaisi, focusing on his "war haikus." It
analyzes the humanistic and social connotations embedded
in these poems and examines their connection to the
tumultuous Iraqi reality during a period of instability. These
poems are distinguished by their use of a condensed and
economical poetic language, which conveys meaning with
minimal words while preserving the depth of poetic imagery.
Furthermore, the texts reflect psychological and societal
dimensions that embody the suffering of the Iraqi individual.
They demonstrate the poet’s ability to address local issues
with a universal humanistic perspective that transcends
geographic boundaries, making his contribution a significant
addition to contemporary Arabic Haiku poetry. Al-Qaisi’s
war haikus go beyond local concerns, encompassing other
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nations and portraying events that serve as a documentation
of historical moments experienced by those countries. At the
same time, they reveal a poetic competence that has enriched
the modern Arabic Haiku poem.
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