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A Forward-Looking Vision for Iraqi—Turkish
Relations: Renewed Dialogue and Shared Interests
Zainab Nieem Siddim

Abstract

The relations between Turkey and Iraq represent a
complex model of interaction shaped by geography,
politics, and intertwined economic and security interests.
This complexity has rendered the relationship inherently
volatile, fluctuating between progress and regression over
several decades. Despite the recurring setbacks, it remains
imperative for both states to overcome their differences in
order to enhance bilateral relations, given that alignment
and mutual understanding serve to advance vital shared
interests. This study seeks to explore the future trajectory
of Iraqi—Turkish relations in light of the unresolved issues
between them. It does so by examining the course of
relations since 2003 and analyzing their nature across
political, economic, and security dimensions. Furthermore,
the study addresses the key factors influencing these
relations, particularly water disputes, the Kurdish issue, the
Turkmen question, and the presence of the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party. The study concludes that the intensification
of diplomatic engagement between the two countries—
especially following the visit of Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan to Baghdad in 2024 and the visit of Iraqi
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani to Ankara in
2025—along with their participation in several joint
initiatives, has contributed to a shift from crisis
management toward the establishment of a strategic
partnership based on mutual interests. Moreover, the
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renewed dialogue between the two sides has played a
significant role in enhancing regional stability and
promoting development in both countries. Looking ahead,
Iraqi—Turkish relations are likely to undergo wvarious
transformations amid the accelerating developments in the
Middle East, which may either heighten tensions or create
positive momentum for a more effective and constructive
partnership.
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