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The weakness of color illustrations in history textbooks for middle
school students Article review
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Abstract:

The use of illustrations, maps, and other dynamic visual elements in
teaching social studies is of great importance and interactivity, as it
contributes to making fundamental concepts—such as history, climate
change, and landform characteristics—understandable to students by
transforming them from abstract ideas into tangible images. In today’s
digital age, students no longer perceive social studies as merely a
linguistic text, but rather as a visual space that connects place, time,
and events.

However, the reality of education in Iraq reveals a clear gap betwen
the quality of visual content included in school textbooks and the
educational needs of students in the digital era, who are accustomed to
high—quality visual content characterized by clarity, interactivity, and
rapid responsiveness. This visual discrepancy limits the potential of
illustrations, weakens their educational role, and may even turn them
into a source of confusion rather than a useful learning tool.

Animated visuals areaconsidered a cornerstone in teaching social
studies, as they transform static concepts—such as time or landform
characteristics—into concrete mental images. Nevertheless, the current
reality indicates a significant gap between visual content and the
cognitive needs of students in the digital age.
Keywords: Colored and illustrated drawings, historical materials,
middle school.
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