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The Role of Educational Curricula in Achieving
a Culture of Religious Tolerance
((Social Studies as a Model))
M.M. Raghad Ismail Ibrahim
Master's Degree in Social Studies Teaching Methods

Abstract

This research aims to identify the role of educational curricula in
fostering a culture of religious tolerance.
This is achieved through an analysis of the content of the sixth—grade
social studies textbook as a case study. This approach is crucial due to
the significant role of curricula in instilling human and social values in
students, particularly in the areas of religious tolerance, peaceful
coexistence, and respect for others.
The researcher adopted a descriptive methodology using content
analysis, as it is the most suitable approach for studying the intellectual
and ethical content contained in the textbook. The research population
and sample consisted of the sixth—grade social studies textbook
approved by the Iraqi Ministry of Education.
To achieve the research objectives, an analytical tool was developed.
This tool included a set of indicators related to a culture of religious
tolerance, such as respect for differing opinions, tolerance and rejection
of violence, peaceful coexistence, respect for customs and traditions,
and cooperation among members of society based on harmony and
love. The results of the analysis showed that the social studies textbook
included a number of indicators that promote a culture of religious
tolerance, but the degree to which these indicators were included varied
from one topic to another, as some values appeared clearly, such as
customs, traditions and peaceful coexistence, while some indicators

related to rejecting disputes and challenges appeared less clearly.
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