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Abstract:
Poverty, linguistically, denotes need and deprivation—the opposite of wealth. In technical terms, it refers to a
person's lack of basic necessities required for a dignified life or the absence of sufficient means to secure life's
essentials, such as clothing, food, education, and shelter. Poverty is a social problem affecting most societies,
particularly certain segments of their populations.Poverty stems from multiple causes, some related to the
individual and others tied to the broader society. Societal factors often play a larger role than individual ones, as
many people are born into poverty and remain impoverished throughout their lives. Among the most prominent
societal causes are wars and disasters that strike a country, leading to economic, political, and infrastructural
decline. This is followed by a deterioration in living standards, the loss of basic necessities, and the collapse of
anation's infrastructure. The consequences of poverty are numerous and range from severe to moderate, affecting
both the individual and society as a whole. Some of the most significant societal impacts include rising
unemployment, reduced access to education, and increased illiteracy as individuals prioritize securing their daily

sustenance. Additionally, some exploit the impoverished through unethical means, luring them with money,
which spreads vice and moral decay in societies. Many other social ills arise from poverty, such as the
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proliferation of begging, an increase in theft, and sometimes even grave crimes that claim lives. This inevitably
leads to societal deterioration, regression, and a loss of security within communities. On an individual level,
many impoverished people endure tense, unstable lives, often resulting in psychological and neurological
disorders.This underscores the urgency of addressing the problem and seeking solutions to eradicate it. Proposals
and measures must be implemented to uplift society and its members, freeing them from poverty and dependence
on others. Therefore, it is crucial for society—its individuals and institutions—to be sufficiently aware of this
social issue and strive diligently to eliminate it, mitigating its harmful repercussions, which primarily affect the

individual and, by extension, society as a whole. .
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