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The current research focuses on attempting to read the concept of the cultural reference through the nature of the
metaphor of forms available in history, heritage, and folklore, and dealing with the dimensions of its presence
functionally and aesthetically in the structure of digital graphic design, while highlighting the concept,
characteristics, and types of references, their relationship with the concept of culture, their purpose, and how
they are intellectually realized, as well as their impact on how the image is treated as a main formal composition
and its effectiveness in producing an idea with new visual concepts, and the extent to which cultural references
can influence the viewer as a persuasive presence and create a communicative message with an introduction to
the type of form and its origins, especially in the guidance poster. Thus, the research problem is formulated
according to the following question: What is the role of cultural references and their reflections in the design of
the guidance poster? The significance and necessity of the research also lie in its focus on the relationship
between cultural references and the visual design of the guidance poster. To answer this question, the objective
of the research is defined as follows: to identify cultural references and their reflections in the design of the
guidance poster, as determined in Chapter Two (the theoretical framework), And the previous studies, which
were organized in two sections: then came the research and analysis procedures included in the third chapter,
which included the research population consisting of (6) selected samples of UNICEF posters issued between
the years (2022-2025) due to the global events contained in these years. (3) samples were chosen for analysis.
Then came the fourth chapter, represented by the results and their discussion, which included, most importantly:
1. The achievement of the studied employment of cultural references through clarifying indications of a guiding,
social, and awareness nature, resulting in the use of human reference formations with clear objectives for the
recipient through employing these forms as in samples (1, 2, 3) with a percentage of (100%), followed by the
conclusion, most importantly:

1- The role of employing the cultural reference and producing the idea reflected on the nature of the poster by
achieving an objective associative connection through the use of image components, specifically those related
to social, human, and environmental activity. After the results and conclusions were completed, the researcher
recommends:

V. Benefiting from the values achieved by employing forms of cultural references of different kinds in the
structure of graphic design, which add functional and aesthetic dimensions to the design, helping the designer
to. Reinventing forms that have social, political, or cultural origins, in addition to the proposals, which are: the
effectiveness of working with illusionary lighting to achieve attraction in digital graphic design.

Keywords: reference, cultural references, guidance poster.
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