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The Philosophy of Existence in the Poetry of Al-Ma'arri
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University of Wasit
College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:
This research investigates "The Philosophy of Existence in the Poetry of Al-
Ma'arri" by examining the intellectual dimensions that shaped his vision of
being and human stances. The research problem stems from the divergence in
critical classifications of Al-Ma'arri's work between passive pessimism and
sheer nihilism. Conversely, this study seeks to present him as a thinker with a
deep contemplative consciousness who employed systematic doubt and reason
to deconstruct the dilemmas of human and cosmic existence. Utilizing a
philosophical-analytical method to extrapolate his downs, Al-Luzumiyyat and
Saqgt al-Zand, the study concludes that Al-Ma'arri possessed an integrated and
structural existential worldview. This vision is centered on the primacy of
reason, the critique of social structures, and an acute awareness of inevitable
transience, viewing death as the ultimate cosmic reality and procreation as a
crime that perpetuates human suffering :
Keywords: Al-Ma‘arri, Philosophy of existence, Contemplative consciousness.
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