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Spatial dynamics of demographic shifts in the gender composition of the
population of Maysan Governorate using Geographic Information Systems
for the period(2024 - 1997)
Zainab Safaa Bandar
Demographic shifts in the gender composition of the population are a
fundamental topic in population geography studies and are of paramount
importance in population studies due to their clear impact on certain population
indicators, such as births, deaths, and migration. This study aims to determine
the gender composition of the population of Maysan Governorate, highlighting
spatial and temporal variations according to the governorate's administrative
units during the period from 1997 to 2024. The study also identifies the most
prominent factors behind these variations in sex ratios in the governorate as a
whole and in its administrative units specifically.The study also addresses the
most prominent factors behind these variations in sex ratios in the governorate
as a whole and in its administrative units specifically. The study showed a
decrease in the sex ratio in the governorate during the years 1997, 2009, and
2024. This decrease is attributed to an increase in the number of females
compared to males for several reasons, the most important of which are
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migration from the governorate to other governorates or migration outside Iraq
in search of employment opportunities, with the majority of migrants being
male. Furthermore, the numerous wars Irag has endured in recent years have
contributed to this disparity, particularly since wars often disproportionately
target males, coupled with inaccurate birth registration records. Regarding the
environment, the study revealed a higher sex ratio among urban residents
compared to rural residents. This ratio reached 96.2%, 99.1%, and 98.2% in
cities, respectively, while in rural areas it reached 94%, 97.9%, and 96.8%,
respectively, during the same study period. This can be attributed to male
migration to cities, where job opportunities are more diverse compared to rural
areas, where employment is largely limited to agriculture. Additionally, the level
of services in cities is generally higher than in rural areas.

Keywords: Demographics, Urban Population, Rural Population
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