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Abstract

This study examines the impact of emergency medical conditions on the performance of human acts of worship,
with particular reference to purification and prayer, as these two acts are directly connected to the physical ability
and health condition of the legally accountable person. The study begins by defining the main concepts related
to the title, namely effect, circumstances, medical, emergency, performance, and worship, both linguistically and
terminologically. It then moves to selected applied juristic issues that demonstrate the influence of medical
conditions on Islamic legal rulings.The study adopts a comparative juristic method by presenting the opinions of
Muslim jurists, their evidences, and the relevant discussions concerning selected issues, including kidney dialysis
and its effect on ritual purity, wiping over splints, bandages, and medical dressings, the purification of persons
with open wounds and burns, and combining prayers due to illness. The study concludes that hemodialysis does
not invalidate ablution, since the blood does not exit through the two natural passages, and because the ruling of
non-invalidation better serves the principle of removing hardship from the patient. It also shows that discharge
from an artificial outlet, when it takes the legal ruling of urine or feces, invalidates ritual purity. The study further
concludes that wiping over splints, bandages, and medical dressings is permissible when removing them causes
harm, and that tayammum is not required in addition to wiping according to the stronger view. It also finds that
a person with wounds or burns should wash the healthy parts of the body and perform tayammum for the injured
parts. Moreover, blood discharged as a result of gynecological surgical procedures is treated according to the
ruling of irregular bleeding. Finally, the study affirms the permissibility of combining prayers for a sick person
when performing each prayer at its prescribed time causes evident hardship.

Keywords: emergency medical conditions, purification, prayer, kidney dialysis, splints, combining prayers.
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