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Abstract
Since 1947, the Kashmir region has witnessed religious and political conflict linked to the partition of the Indian
subcontinent into Muslim-majority Pakistan and Hindu-majority India. Given that Kashmir had a Muslim
majority and was ruled by the Hindu ruler Maharaja, the religious dimension became a pivotal factor in the
outbreak of conflicts, particularly after the decision to annex Kashmir to India. This led to the first military
confrontation between the two countries. The religious conflict entrenched instability within Kashmir, leading
to heightened political tensions. The political elite was divided between those supporting annexation to India and
those supporting annexation to Pakistan or independence. Nationalist and religious rhetoric was reinforced on
both sides, and religious identity was used as a tool. Political mobilization deepened societal divisions and
weakened the chances of a peaceful UN resolution to contain the conflict. However, UN resolutions were not
fully implemented, leading to continued tension and repeated confrontations, particularly in the 1965 war.
Socially, the conflict triggered waves of displacement and migration both within and outside the region,
exacerbating sectarian tensions between Muslims and Hindus. It impacted the demographic and economic
structure, and fostered fear and mistrust among the various segments of society, negatively affecting daily life,
education, and development opportunities. During the 1971 war, although the epicenter was in East Pakistan, the

atmosphere of conflict reinforced the militarization of the region and kept Kashmir in a state of perpetual conflict.
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1- Agreement between Military Representatives of India and Pakistan

regarding the Establishment of a Cease-fire Line in the State ofJammu and Kashmir (Annex 26 of UNCIP
Third Report - S/1430 Add 1 to 3)

29 July, 1949

2- AdisputedLegacy 1846-1990,Kashmir1991 , Oxford University .
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