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The dominant and marginalized aspects of the Abbasid Caliph Harun al-
803 AD)/Rashid's downfall of the Barmakids ( 187 AH
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Abstract
The downfall of the Barmakids represented one of the most significant political
transformations during the Abbasid era. In 187 AH (803 CE), Caliph Harun al-
Rashid moved to eliminate the influence of the Barmakid family after they had
become the most prominent and influential force in the administration of the
Abbasid state. Their expanding political and economic power raised al-Rashid's
concerns about their growing authority and the possibility that they might become a
force competing with the authority of the Caliphate. Consequently, al-Rashid
ordered the execution of Ja'far al-Barmaki and imprisoned Yahya ibn Khalid along
with his sons and other members of his family. He also confiscated their wealth and
properties. This event attracted considerable attention from historians, who sought
to explain its causes through political, economic, and social factors, as well as
through popular narratives circulated among the general public. All these factors
made the event a turning point in the history of the Abbasid Caliphate, ultimately
leading to the end of Barmakid .
Keywords: Harun al-Rashid, Barmakids
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