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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of educated unemployment in Iraq, with a particular focus on
university and institute graduates after 2003, as it represents one of the most significant economic and social
challenges facing Iraqi society. The study is based on the hypothesis that the widening gap between higher
education outcomes and labor market needs, together with weak investment and structural imbalances in the
Iraqi economy, has contributed to rising unemployment rates among graduates.The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach, relying on official data and statistics issued by relevant government institutions to examine
the reality of graduate unemployment, identify its causes and trends, and assess its economic and social
implications. It also discusses the major factors contributing to the worsening of this phenomenon, including
the expansion of higher education, inadequate labor market planning, the decline of productive and investment
sectors, and the limited capacity of the private sector to absorb the growing number of graduates.The findings
indicate that educated unemployment is primarily the result of the mismatch between higher education outputs
and labor market requirements, in addition to limited employment opportunities, a weak investment
environment, and the inefficiency of educational and employment policies. The study further concludes that the
persistence of this phenomenon leads to the waste of human capital and negatively affects the country's
sustainable development process.The study recommends restructuring higher education policies to align with
labor market needs, developing academic curricula, supporting vocational and technical education, improving
the investment climate, encouraging the private sector to create employment opportunities, and strengthening
coordination between educational institutions and development planning authorities to reduce graduate
unemployment and promote sustainable economic and social development in Iraq.
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