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Abstract

On the morning of February 8, 1963, the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party, in collaboration with nationalist officers
in the Iraqi army, carried out a military coup against Prime Minister Abdul Karim Qasim, who had come to
power following the overthrow of the monarchy in the 14 July Revolution of 1958 .The coup followed years of
Qasim’s increasingly authoritarian rule and rising tensions with various political factions, especially the
Ba’athists and Communists. His headquarters at the Ministry of Defense was surrounded, and after brief
resistance, Qasim was captured.The coup marked the rise of the Ba’ath Party in Iraq and was followed by a
wave of political violence and elimination of opponents, particularly leftists and communists. It also ushered in
a period of prolonged political instability and frequent military coups in the country.On February 9, Qasim was
executed by firing squad without trial, and images of his death were broadcast on national television.
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