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Abstract

The Arabs have had very ancient ties with East Africa dating back to pre-Islamic
times; the nature of those ties was based on trade, which became more active
and expanded further after the arrival of Islam in Africa. Arab-African relations
were characterized solely by trade; the Arabs had no desire to colonize or build
military forts and castles. Instead, they established Arab cities and emirates,
which made East Africa a focal point for European colonial powers, most
notably Portugal, which was seeking trade routes to reach India. The discovery
of the East African coast marked the beginning of the Portuguese colonial era in
that region. The arrival of the first explorers in Africa in the early 16™ century
sparked significant Portuguese interest in the East African coast, where they
built military forts and castles along the coast to protect their trade routes to
India, in addition to their attempts to eliminate Arab trade and take control of
their holdings in that region.

Keywords: ( Portugal, East Africa, Power struggle ) .
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