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Abstract

This paper examines "Criminal Liability for Disseminating Fake News via Social Media" within the context of
Iraqi criminal law. The research is divided into three sections: the first addresses the nature of fake news and the
characteristics of cybercrime, such as speed and the difficulty of traceability. The second section focuses on
analyzing the criminal elements of the offense, including the actus reus (dissemination and public nature) and
the mens rea (general and specific intent). The third section discusses the criminal liability of the perpetrator,
accomplice, and the platform, in addition to current penal policies. The study concludes that the Iraqi judiciary's
reliance on the provisions of the 1969 Penal Code suffers from a lack of alignment with the complexities of
digital evidence and anonymous accounts. The study recommends the urgent enactment of a specific law on
cybercrime in Iraq, the development of digital forensic investigation methods, and the enhancement of

international cooperation with social media platforms.
Keywords: Criminal Liability, Fake News, Social Media, Iraqi Law, Cybercrime.
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